Gary L. Aguilar, MD 
909 Hyde Street, #530 
San Francisco, California 94109 
(415)775-3392 FAX - (415) 563-4453 

December 21, 1995 
Dear Editor, 

Please allow me a moment to explain the enclosed letter to the editor. 

Wlien I read Mr. Christopher Matthews' piece, 'Nixon' was based on a dubious quote, the 
thought occurred to me that an association between "the whole Bay of Pigs thhig" and the 
"Kennedy assassination" was so remote, I could not understand how Haldeman's ghost wiiter, 
Joseph DiMona, would ever have imagined it. Matthews had nicked DiMona's reputation by 
assuming it was his fabrication, and my curiosity led me to look for him. I quickly found Joseph 
DiMona, Jr., Haldeman's co-author's attorney-son, in New York City and I told him the stoiy. He 
claimed it was not the first time Haldeman had blamed his father for passages offensive to others, 
mcluding Nixon. He was not, however, specifically knowledgeable about the 'Bay of Pigs- JFK' 
matter. He welcomed me to contact his father in west Los Angeles, which I did. 

The senior DiMona was a dehghtfiil man who was tickled by the controversy. I wiote a letter to 
the Examiner disclosing DiMona's side of the story. Out of courtesy, I sent DiMona a copy of it 
before mailing it off. He suggested that he rewrite my entire letter, putting his own words in 
quotations so there could be no error about his views. I happily agreed and the next day he faxed 
me the two page letter, a copy of which I enclose herein. He insisted, however, that I send it to 
the Exammer precisely as he'd written it - and I did - but of course it was far longer than the 
letters normally published. 

When Mr. Matthews again repeated his claim on 12/21/95, I was thankful that he had not 
mentioned DiMona by name. However, I remain puzzled at his not having contacted DiMona for 
his side of the stoiy. Without endorsing Oliver Stone's historical scrupulousness, there is clearly 
another side to this story which has not been told. In the interest of truth, I hope the Examiner 
will consider telling it. 

Sincerely yours. 


Gary L. Aguilar, MD 

Chairman, Department of Surgery, Saint Francis Memorial Hospital, San Francisco 
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, Stanford University Medical Center 
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, University of California, San Francisco 
Member, Board of Directors, San Francisco County Medical Society 
Member, American Medical Association 

PS Joseph DiMona may be reached at 310-478-2809. His son at 212-586-2000. 


